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Clause 53—Ascertainment of duty where
property given to an uncertain person or
in uncertain event:

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I have an amend-
ment.

On motion by Chief Secretary, further
consideration of the clanse postponed till
the end of the Bill.

Clauses 60 to §8—agreed to.

Clause 69—Legacies to certain publie
bodies:

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I move an amend-
ment—

That all the words after ‘'69’' be struck
out and the following inserted in liew:—

No duty shall be payable under this Act in
respeet of any gift, deviss, beguest, legacy, or
settlement made or given to or in trust for—

(a) any public hospital within the meaning
of the Hospitals Act, 1927;

(b) any public educational institution in the
Btate whieh is wholly or in part de-
pendent on any State grant, aid, or
subsidy;

(e) any incorporated public body in the
State which dispenses voluntary aid
to indigent, aged, sick, blind, halt,
deaf, dumb, or maimed persons;

(@) any publicly subscribed medical service
or fund in the State, the main cbject
of which is the relief of the sick, or
any public medical service or fund in
the State which is assisted by any
Government grant or subsidy.’’

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I move—

That the amendment be amended by insert-
ing after the word ‘‘State,” in paragraph (c)
the words ‘‘the main obJect of’7; and by strik-
ing out the words ‘‘dispenses,’’ 'in ling 2, and
m;eri,;mg the words ‘‘is to dispense or pro-
vide.”?

Amendment on amendment put and
passed; the amendment, as amended, agreed
to.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clauses 70 to 73—agreed to.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at i0.57 p.m.
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The SPEAKIER took the Chair at 7.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following

Bills:—
1, City of Perth Superannuation.
2, Dried Fruits Aet Continuance.
3, Land Tax and Income Tax.
, Gold Mining Preofits Toax Assessment.

5, Road Districts Act Amendment (Na.
3).

e

QUESTION—STATE SERVANTS,
RETIRING AGE.

Mr. HAWXKE asked the Acting Premier:
Will he, before the mext session of Parlia-
ment, give consideration to the question of
applying 2 uniferm retiring age to all per-
sons employed by the State, including judges
and others not now covered by the retirinz
age provision?

The ACTING PREMIER replied: Ye-.
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QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL BANK.
Insurance Premiums and Claims.

Mr. WARNER asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, What amount of premiums has
heen paid to the varions insuranee ecom-
panies through the Agricultural Bank, in-
cluding the Indusiries Assistance Board? 2,
What amount has been paid through the
Agrienltural Bank in settlement of eclaims?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURF
(for the Minister for Lands) replied: 1,
£279,734, includes payments to State In-
surance Offiee. 2, £139,039.

QUESTION—PERTH MINT.
Office of Deputy Master,

Mr. STUBBS acgked the Deputy Premier:
1. Arc the Government aware that Major
Corbet is retiring at the end of this month
from the position of Deputy Master of the
Perth Mint? 2, As the Government pro-
vide funds for the maintenance of the in-
stitution, have they been consulted regard-
ing the appointment of his suceessor? 3,
If not, will they make an appeal to the Im-
perial anthorities to.eonsider the appoint-
ment of an officer from the present staff
snitable for the position? 4, If an appoint-
ment has been made outside the present
staff, will the Government protest against
the practice of hringing into the State offi-
cers from abroad when suitable officers are
available here?

The ACTING PREMIER replied: 1, Yes.
2, The Government were notified of the in-
tention to make the present appointment
and as this appointment is an Imperial ob-
ligation no effective objection could he sus-
tained. 3, Answered by 2. 4, The Govern-
ment always favour and follow this prin-
ciple where they have undivided control.

QUESTION—WHEAT EXFORT
RESTRICTIONS.

Transfer of Public Expenditure.

Mr. SLEEMAXN asked the Acting Pre-
mier: In view of the restrictions to be im-

posed on the export of wheat will he con--

sider the advisability of not proeceding with
the building of any new agrieultural rail-
way lines, but of transferring the monexys
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earmarked for that purpese to the com-
mencemen{ of the huilding of a new bridge
over the Swan River at Fremantle?

The ACTING PREMIER replied: The
(Government at the moment have made no
substantial finaneial provision for funds for
building new railways, so the question of
transfer does not arise.

QUESTION—SECESSION.
Cost of Delegation,

Hon. W. D. JOHNBON asked the Acting
Premier: 1, What is the sum total of the
expenses ineurred to date by the State Treas-
ury for the Secession Delegation at present
in the United Kingdom? 2, What amounts,
if any, bave been paid under the following
headings, and to what persons: (n) Travel-
ling allowances; (b) Salary or other allow-
ances: (e) Professional fees: (d) Hospi-
tality? 3, What is his estimate of the total
cost of the delegation by the time the mis-
sion is concluded?

The ACTING PREMIER replied: 1,
£443 15s. 2, This is as yet unknown, as
payments are being made in England. 3,
This cannol he determined at this stage, an:l
will depend entirely upon the time the mis-
sion is engaged upon its work.

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS
SUSPENSION.

THE ACTING PREMIER (Hon. A.
MeCallum—-South  Fremantle) [7.35] I
move—

That during the remuinder of the session the
Standing Orders be suspended so far as to en-
able Bills to be introduecd without notice and
to be passed through their remaining stages
on the same day, snd all wessages from the
Legislative Council to be tnken into eonsidera-
tion on the day they are reecived.

This is the usnal motion moved about this
time of the year, and ifs object is to faeili-
tate ihie passage of business between the
two Houses. I do not think that any more
new Bills will be introdueed; certainly they
will not be introduced to any great extent.

Hon. . G. Latham: I know of two more.

The ACTING PREMIER: Yes, but I do
not think they are countentious.

Hon. C. G. Latham: T am not so sare
ihout that.
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The ACTING PREMIER: There would
not be any difficulty about getting through
all our busimess if we could only inculcate
mto the minds of members opposite that
when Bills are introduced by ns they do not
need any amendment,

Mr. Sampson: That is a new gospel,

My, Patrick: You want to convince an-
other plaee of that.

The ACTING PREMIER: When I was
sitting in opposition I used to think that
Bills needed fo be amended, but T do not
think so now. Since crossing over here T
have changed my mind.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It has become the
practice to leave it to another place.

The ACTING PREMIER: I hope we
shall he able to finish the session by the
end of next week.

Mr, Stubbs: Oh, oh!

The ACTING PREMIER: And I should
like members to assist to that end. We
shonld be prepared to work a little overtime
now, as we generally do at this stage of the
session. It will be the desire of every mem-
ber not to be sitting until the last moment
hefore the Christmas holidavs. It has gen-
erally been the experience to sit wp fto
Christmas Eve.

Mr. Stubbs: Another place will not get
throngh unless davs or hours of sitting are
extended.

The ACTING PREMIER: I do not think
there will be any difficnlty on the part of
this House. We should be able to finish our
business comfortably enough hy the end of
next week. That is my view. We have
worked faivly consistently right through the
session and our work is up to date. Tf there
is anv delay, I do not think the blame can
be laid on us. I am asking for the suspen-
sion of the Standing Orders so tbat when
business is received from another plaee, it
may be dealt with quickly and returned
quickly. I am hopeful that we shall not bave
to sit until the last moment before the holi-
days. Members who live in the country
would like to finish in time to reach their
homes and have a few days with their fami-
lies to make arrangements for the Christmas
holidavs. That has not been the experience
for many vears, buf there is no reason why
we should mot de fhat if we apply our-
sclves to the work consistently during the
next week.

[ASSEMBLY.]

HON. C. G, LATHAM (York) [7.39]: I
vppose the motion. There are to be placed
before us five new Bills which members have
not yat had an opportunity to see, and some
of them must he very confentious. I am
not going to approve of the passing of legis-
fation in an indecent manner, as I consider
some of it way passed last night. This
House has a perfect right to give serious
consideration o oll legislation introduced
liere, and we ¢annot do that if the Acting
Premier is detertnined to pass Bills through
as soon as they have been introduced, We
on this side of the Honse cannof prevent
that, but we can protest. I admit that it is
usual at this time of fhe year for a motion
of the kind to be carried, but this is the
first time T have known it to be moved when
the Government have eontemplated the in-
troduction of sach a number of Bills that
members have not seen. Tt would he far
hetter for members to return after the
Christmas holidays and complete the ses-
sion then. We are not responsible for the
delay that oecurred in the earlier pavt of
the session. Alinisters did not have their
Bills ready. T hope that next session we
shall be able to get to work earlier,. We
were not responsible for the many days lost
in the early part of the session, and with
the undue haste that the (fovernment would
now make, we cannot expect good legisla-
tion, Let me mention one or iwo of the
Bilis on the notice paper. Last night the
Minister for Agriculinre moved the second
reading of the Dairy Products Marketing
Regulation Bill, a very important measure
that we are anxious to have placed on the
statute-book, bui it will need serions eon-
sideration so that it may mot have the
opposite effect From that which we desire.
The Minister for Employment is asking for
leave to introduce a Bill for an Aet to eon-
solidate and amend the law relating to the
making and sale of bread. T do not expect
that that Bill will pass very easily. JIf
T have any idea of it, it is a fairky sub-
stantial measure, Tt is unfair of the Acting
Premier to ask us to agree to the motion
without our knowing what legislation will
he placed hefore the House.

The Acting Premier: This motion ix de-
signed chiefly to facilitate business hetween
the two Houses.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We were havinz
some diffienlty in geiting amendments
drafted hecause the Crown Law officers are
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0 bu~y, T believe the Minister liag over-
come that dilficnlty to-day. Last night 1
desired to move an amendment to a Bill,
but I could not even discuss it. The Minis-
ter was adamant and said that the Bill
would he put through whether we moved
amendments or not.  Such an attitode on
the part of a Minister does not give mem-
bers a reasonable opportunity to digest pro-
posed legislation. I think the passing of
the motion could be deferred for a week.
T prefer to eome back after the Christmas
holiday= rather than have legislation passed
hastiy,  We have to remember that legis-
lation does not merely affect members of
the TTouse; it affects the public, and we
have no right to hurry through legislation
that mizht have a detrinental effect hoth
on our industries and on our people.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [7.43]:
The Acting Premier said that this is the
usual motion moved at this stage of the ses-
sion. OF course it is, but on every occa-
sion when it has been moved, so far as I
know, members have been given distinet
information as to the Bills the Government
intended to ask the House to proceed with,
so that inembers might know that, by sae-
rificing the rules of the Chawber for the
time being, it was dove for a definite pur-
pose, No statement of Lhe kind has been
made to-night. The motion is to be pussed
ng a blank c¢heque. We know nothing of
what it wiil involve. The Acting Premier
has also told us that the business in this
House 15 so far forward that we can com-
fortably finish the session by the end of
next week. That bheing so, why the neces-
sity for the motion? The passing of the
metion will not in any way expedite the
business in another place, and T cannot see
why we should agree to it in view of our
lack of knowledge of the business to be
brought before us, If it were definitely
stated that only those Bills of which the
Iouse has knowledge would be proceeded
with, even though the suspension of the
Standing Orders were whelly unnecessary
in this House, as the Acting Premier has
told us, I would not oppose the motion, but
we should be made aware of what the Gov-
erninent propose to ask the House to assent
to hefore rising for the Christmas holidays.
But T decline te give a blank cheque. I
venture to say that never in the past have
the Ciovernment of the day asked for n
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blank eheque. They have always disclosed

their whole programme, and then asked for

the passing of this motion in order to en-

able the House to rise some time before

Christmas. We have no assurance at all

as to the use lo which this motion, if

passed, will he put; and therefore I join in,
the protest.

Question put and paszed.

BILL—LOAN, £3,938,000.

Returned from the Council withont

amendment.

BILLS (4)—FIRST READING.
1, Metvopolitan Market Act Amendment.
2, Plant Diseases Act Amendment,
Introduced by the Minister for Agri-
culture.
3. Industrial Arbitration Aet Amendment.
4, Bread.
Tntrodueed hy fthe Minister for Fm-
plovment.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Doney, leave of ab-
sence for four weeks granted to Mr. Grif-
fiths (Avon) on the ground of ill-health.

BILLS (6)—THIRD READING.

1, Tuspection of Macehinery Act Amend-
ment.

2. Land Act Awmendment.

3, Factories and Shops Aet Amendment.

4, State Government Insurance Office.

5, ’ublic Dental Hospital Land.

6,

Workers’ Compensation Aet Amend-
ment.
Transmitted to the Counecil.

BILI—PURCHASERS' PROTECTION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reuding.

MR. WILSON (Cellie) [7.53] in moving
the second reading said: This Bill is for

the purpose of making an  amendnent
in an Act that was passed last vear.
The amendment will make the pavent
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Aet a more equitable measure. I re-
member securing the insertion in the

original measure of a provision of this
nature. The Bill was sent to ancther place,
and there by some means the provision
which, in my opinion, represented the most
serviceable feature of the Bill was omitted.
Last session I gave particulars of cases
where men and women in the country had
been practically victimisedt When using
the word “victimised” T do so in the sense
that the people in question did not know
what they were doing. Some five or six
years ago vendors of land got into the
country distriets and induced people, in
many cases unsuspecting people, to puwr-
chase land at very high prices. In those
days wages were fairly good, and work was
fairly constant. Since then, however, the
work is no longer there and the wages have
gone down, with the result that contracts
made by people in those days cannot be
carried out, for the simple reason that the
people in question have not the wherewithal
to live, quite apart from paying for land.
One man was sent to gaol because he
ignored a fine—payment imposed on him
by a court. The man had three children;

he was paying for the house he was living
in, and he is still paying for . Tn addi-
tion. he Look on a block of land, and pail
the instalments continuously for threc and
a balf years. Then he was ealled upon to
continne paying. He offered fo forfeit the
block, to mive it back to the vendor com-
pany. TIn order to show how good a bar-
gain the company ust have made, lel me
mention that they refused to let the man
forfeit the amount he had already paid for
the land, in refurn for cancellation of the
sale. They said to him, “You must pay the
halance.” The court ordered the man to
pay 5s. per week. He refused to pay, and
was committed to gaol for contempt. I
state advisedly that this man had to serve
30 days in Bunbury gaol, and that his wife
had to obtain rations while he was in gaol.
He was herded among criminals. 1 tried
to get him released. But no, he had tc do
30 days’ gaol. T mentioned in this House
a ease where a  half-time waiter was
compelled to go on paying for land while
he earned hardly enough to keep him going.
Further, I have here a letler concerning a
man who had paid £78 fowards the purchase
price of a block of land, the full priee being
£130. He wrote to the vendor company
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stating that he wanted to forfeit the land.
However, they refused to permit bim to
forfeit, and took him to court, obtaining an
order from the Bunbury magistrate for 5s.
per week; this although the man was work-
ing only half-time. In the last amending
Bill sent to another place there was provi-
sion enabling men in such ecircumstances to
appeal to the court under Section 10 of the
principal Aet.  Peculiarly enongh, that
amendment was adopted in Committee in
another place, but was struck out upon re-
committal. The Bill eame back here, and we
said we would rather lose the provision I
had sought to have inserted than lose tbe
Bill altogether. And so that Bill became the
present Act. The present Bill consists prac-
tically of only a few words—

Section 11 of the principal Act is amended
by ingerting after the word “pl'ovisio_ns,” in
line three, the words ‘‘of the preceding see-
tion and."’

Those last five words will give to men and
women who are practically on the breadline
the right to appeal to the courts for justice.
Surely there is something wrong when pur-
chasers who have paid practically two-thirds
of the total price are refused permission o
forfeit. TFor land sold six years ago ai
£120, one eould not get more than £60 or
£80 nowadays.
Mr. Patrick: Would one get that mueh?

Mr. WILSON: T will speak for myself.
[ have some land in Hardy-street, Nedlands,
for which I was offered £140 before the
deeds were obtained. To-day I ecounld not pet
090 for it. 'The man I previously mentioned
has paid £78 towards the purchase price of
land sold to him for £120. In view of the
fall in values, I say he has alrcady paid for
that land. Yet he was taken Lo court and
vrdered to continue paying bs. per week out
of his half wages. Surely it is up to us {o
pass the Bill, notwithstanding any ery of
“repudiation.” Letters have been sent to
members of the Legislative Council asking
them to throw out the Bill, but I hope
members  there  will  ignore  them. I
would repudiate anything that has been
done by people responsible for such
transactions. I have one of the com-
pany’s letters in my  possession. I
merely wish to do justice to peeple who
have been victimised in connection with land
transactions, Hundreds of such instances
can he quoted. I do not vefer to any one
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eowpany in particalar, but to all companies
guilty of these practices. [f Parliament
thought fit, a valuator could he appointed
to revalue the properties. When the soldiers
returned from the Great War, land was sold
to them af prices ranging from £30 to £120,
but on investigation it was found that many
of the blocks were not worth £10. The Gov-
ernment of the day passed legistation to deal
with that evil, and I ask the House to agree
to remove the evil that exists now. [ move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [8.1]: The Bill
represents  refrospective  legislation, and
probably every member is averse to mea-
sures of that description. At times, how-
ever, such legislation is justified. I am in
necord  with everything the member for
Collie (Mr. Wilson) said in moving the see-
ond reading of the Bill when he pointed
out how people had heen vietimised. A
striking instance was brought under my no-
tice recently. A farmer, esteemed highly as
a fine type of settler, whose holding is situ-
ated many miles away from town, was
gulled in an extraordinary manner hy one
of the agents who run around the country
in motor cars trying to sell blocks of land.
The land ahoant which I intend to speak is
somewhere in the Cowmo district, miles away
from anywhere. A glowing pleture was
painted by the land agent in this instance
regarding the wonderful value of the land,
how cheap the blocks were, and how in the
course of a vear or two the land would be
worth five times as much as the company
were asking for it. Evidently this parti-
cular land agent succecded with his story,
because he seenved a  fairly substantial
cheque from the farmer, who bad just re-
ceived the procecds of his harvest. After
paying their debts, the farmer and his wife
thought the purchase of the land would be
a good investment, and they paid a consid-
erable sum as a deposit for the purchase
of five blocks. About 12 months later T re-
eeived a letter from the farmer telling me
lie had paid £90 on the blocks, but had
found himself hard up against it so that
he could not pay any more. He asked me
to aseertain if the ecompany would give him
one of the blocks that he had been assured
b¥ a man, who had inspected it, was worth
ahout £15. He was willing to allow bis £90
to zo if he conld get the title deeds for that
one block, e told me the company’s office

1755

was in Howard-street. [ ascertnined that
a prominent Barrack-sireet solicitor was one
of a syndicate who had hought the Como
property. I was referred by him to a firm
of public accountants in Howard-street who
were the lquidators for the estate. T placed
all the eards on the table, and asked the
public accountant if he could meet the
wishes of the farmer. He told me he would
consult the other man whose office was in
Barrack-street, saying that he was the indl-
vidual from whom instruections had heen re-
ceived to eollect all nionevs due to the syn-
dieate. He said, “If you leave it with me,
Mr. Stubbs, T will get into touch with the
syndicate and see what ean be dome” A
week or so later I received a letter from
the accountant informing me that the man
could not he released from his contract, that
a large sum had to be paid annually to the
road board for rates on the property, and,
in the cireumstances, the purchaser would
have to stand to his contract. On the other
hand, he informed me that the syndicate
would give the farmer extra time within
which to pay for the blocks, and in the
meantime promised not to sue bim until
after the next harvest. [ wrote to the far-
mer aequainting him accordingly. A few
wecks ago T received another pitiable eom-
munication from the man who informed me
it wuas impossible to pay any more, and
that the syndicate were pressing him. 1 am
convineed from the information I have re-
eeived, as well as from my inspection ol the
bloeks, that the land was sold to the farmer
at five times its true value. I know there
is no excuse for a foolish man whe is gulled
and cajoled into buying land he has never
seen, but there is not the slightest shadow
of doubt that a large number of people have
heen rooked by agents who have sold land
under the conditions I have indicated. 1
am reluctant to agree to retrospective legis-
lation, but it is sometimes necessary for
Parlinment to take action respecting what,
in our opinion, are absolute swindles, I do
not say that the syndieate in this instance
had any desire to take down an individual.
T do not know who the particular agent was
who sold the block to the farmer, but I know
the latter has heen asked to pay five times
what the land was honestly worth. Tn view
of such transactions, Parliament is war-
ranted in stepping in to prevent people
from heing rohhed.
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MR. THORN (Toodyay) [8.8]: I support
the Bill, and eongratulate the memher for
Collie upon onee more making an attempt
to rectify the position that exists to-day. 1
was indeed disgusted when his effort last
vear went by the board as a vesult of an
adverse vofe in another place. On that
oceasion the mewmbers of the Legislative
Council were well and truly canvassed by
the parties concerned.

Mr. Wansbrough: And they have heen
this vear, Loo.

Mr, THORN': This was one of the biggest
Iand swindles ever perpetrated in this Stafe.
Several extremely unfortunate instances
have been brought under my notice, and 1
will inention one or two. A woman asked
me to assist her. She had signed a blank
form the day before and then awakened to
the Tact that she had sighed a contract. She
got out of it by paying £10 for signing »
piece of paper. She was fortunate. In
another instance a foreigner bought two
blocks in Victoria Park for £120 each, The
blocks were merely two patches of sand.
This is n serious maiter. The Bill repre-
sents retrospective legislation, but it is
surely not too late to remedy the position
that exists. Contracts that unfortunate
people signed three or four years ago are
to-day still weighing heavily upon them,
and the purchasers are in an -uncertain
position all the time. A threat is held
over their heads constantly, and whenever
the particular company concerned has the
slightest knowledge that if is worth while
pressing, they duly press their claims and
take the unfortunate people hefore the
courts, theveby imposing additional hard-
ships. Members have heard of this series
of transactions over and over again. We
have a good knowledge of what took place.
We represent the people and it is our duty
to tackle propositions like ihis, no matter
whether it involves retrospective legislation
or not. 1 wish the member for Collie every
stuceess in his present effort. There are
many instances of people having purchased
bloeks at upset prices ranging up to £120
each, and after paying off £70 or £80, have
asked the company to take the blocks back,
The company would not agree to that, be-
eanze the blocks had not cost thein £5 each.

Mr, Warner: They will not stop so long
a2 they can continue their blood-sucking.
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Mr. THORN: They are past masters at
blood-sueking, and they are perseeuting
people. ‘

Mr. Marshall: Which company are you
speaking of 7

Mr. THORN : T will not mention the name
of the company; the hon. member is well
aware of it.

Mr. Marshall:
conpanies.

Alr. THORN : But the eompany I refer to
is an outstanding one. After fleecing the
people of South Australia they came here,
and fleeeed our people. Their transactions
constitute one of the biggest swindles cver
perpetrated in this State. Members in this
Chamber have done their best to rectify
the position, and the member for Collie is
now making a further effort to do so. I
hape he will receive the support he deserves.

There are several such

Question put and passed.
Bill read a seeond time.

In Committee, elec.

Bill passed through Committe without dJe-
hate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time, nud transmitted to the
Counetil,

MOTION—LIQUOR LAWS, TRADING
HOURS ON GOLDFIELDS AND
NORTH-WEST.

Debate resunted from the 7th November
on the following motion Ly Mr. Marshall:—

That in the opinion of this House, the Gov-
ernment should take the necessary steps so to
amend the Licensing Act as to permit of certain
trading hours on Sundays in all recognised
goldficlds towns and in all towns situated in
that portion of the State north of the 27th de-
gree, south parallel.

THE MINISTER FOR POLICE (Hon.
H. Millington—>Mt. Hawthorn} [8.161: It
is true therve is dissatisfaction on the gold-
fields in respect of Sunday trading, one
seetion claiming there is undue restriction
in obtaining intoxicating liquors on Sunday,
and the other complaining that the law is
not rigorously enforced. But as far as 1
am aware, there is no partieular desire on
the part of the goldfields people generally
that we should amend the licensing law in
order to provide for trading during certain
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hours on Sunday., I eannot bhe said there
i~ any hody of public apinion hehind this
request. [ have not yet heard members
representing the North-West express an
opinion, hut I have the idea that if we were
to permit hotels in the North-West to be
opened during certain hours on Swnday it
would mean they would have to be posi-
tivelv closed during the remaining hours.
Ask any North-Wester whether that is the
policy the people up there desire. I am
sure there would scon he complaint if we
positively closed North-West hotels during
certain hours on Sunday, even if we allowed
them to open at intervals. So 1 say the
North-West people have not asked for this,
and instead of overcoming a difficulty, the
carrying of the motion would raise Purther
trouble. It is not a erime to drink
intoxieating liquors, but certainly it is
casential that we regulate the sale: and one
of the means of regulating it is that
hotels shall elose on Sundays. At all events,
Parliament has declared that they shall be
closed on Sundays, and it is left to the
police to endeavour to see to it that the
law 18 administered. It is doubtful whether
any body of people would be pleased if
we were so lo amend the licensing law as
to permit hotels to be opened during cer-
tain hours on Sunday. The very question
of what hours they should he open would
give rise to fierce argument. It would eer-
tainly stir up public opinion, and hoth sides
would air their views, and in all proba-
bility nothing of a helpful character would
he evolved. The only thing is to continue
the present hours and leave Sunday clos-
ing to the diseretion of the police force.
Aithough the hotels are supposed (o he
closed throughout Sunday, I do not think
that in the North-West, where hotels are
hundreds of miles apart, and where people
have fo travel very long distanees, those
people find on arrival at any hour of the
day or night that they cannot expect to he
served. As a matter of fact they are served.
If it were otherwise, instead of the few
police we have in the North-West, we would
require a policeman at each hotel to sec
to it that the Aet was administered. So
the North-West can be crossed off from thi-
diseussion. The people up there have not
asked for the proposed reform, they de not
need it and it would not suit them. So
evidently there is no need for the House
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to gmive a direction o the {lovernmeni to
amend the law as it affects the North-West,
It is a simple matter to move such a motion,
but it would be very diffienlt 1o carry out.
Both the licensing law and the law recu-
lating gambling ave particularly diificult of
administering. It iz a simple wmatter to
eriticise departmental administration. bnt I
have seldom noticed that the adviee gziven
iz of a very helpful character. T think
the police are getting through pretty well.
considering we have a law which has to
aperate over an enormous area, in the vari-
ous districts of which people live in en-
tively different conditions. Yet we have to
make the one law operate.  In the main,
I think the general community are salis-
fied. They have very few complaints. and
invariably the complaints come from ex-
tremists on one side or the other. The
general public do not worry their heads
about the matter. The diffienlty in obtain-
ing liquor is not limited to the Sunday.
There are complaints received from the
wheat-belt, and I suppose there will nlways
be ecomplaints. However, the view of the
Goverbment is that it would be very unwise
to attempt to alter the law as suggested in
the motion, sceing that there is no general
demand, and cven if there were we have
not heard any adequate reason egiven for
it. Consequently I may sayv it I noi in-
tended o agree to the motion.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [8.23]: T cannot
see the necessity for the motion. Generally
speaking, the wanis of the pcople on the
roldficlds and in outback areas are fairly
well provided for and the police are not too
hard on those who would have a drink on
Sunday. Tt is all a matter of commonsense
and diseretion. I agree with the member
for Murchison that where there are larze
numbers of toilers, many of whom finish
work late at night, those men are entitled
to some consideration. However, T think
they wet it. Compare the position on the
coldfields with that in the metropolitan and
suburban arveas. The conditions are very
different. Herve great difficulty, T am told,
is experienced in getting a drink on Sun-
day: in faet, it eannot be done,

Mr. Marshall: Nonsense! It i» easier
down here than it i< at Wiluna or anvwhere
on the goldfields.

Mr. THORN: T cannot believe that.
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AMr. Marshall: Come with me next Sun-
day and T will prove it to yvou.

Mr. THORN: No, I cannot; I will be at
elureh.  Take the position of hotels at holi-
day resorts, such as on our beaches and else-
where. There are adjacent to the city,
hotels which by road are 26 miles out, but
beeause  they are outside the 20-mile
radins as the erow flies, they are not entitled
te serve lignor on a Sunday. Take the great
hardship imposed on the Mundaring Weir
hotel. a holiday resort if ever there was one.
The only hope that house has of doing busi-
ness is when the visitors arve there on a Sun-
dav; vet those visitors are refused a drink.
The Government might well give some eon-
gideration to hotels at holiday resorts. One
ean go to Rockingham and get as much drink
as he likes, because it is beyond the pre-
seribed distance. T earnestly appeal to the
Government to give some consideration to
those hotels which are just within the pre-
seribed limit. T do not encourage Sunday
drinking, or indeed drinking at all, bot I
think those hotels are due for some con-
sideration and T hope the Government will
have regard to that phase of the question.

HON. C. G. LATEAM (York) [826]: 1
cannet understand why we should pick onf
the goldfields for speeial treatment. I have
never been able o understand it. People
in couniry distriets are entifled o exactly
the same eonsideration, for they work hard
and the climate in which they live is very
trving.  Yet unless they live bheyond the
ten-mile limit, they cannot get a drink after
9 o’clock on Saturady the day on which they
o in to shop. 1 think the police do
their work verv well, and T disagree with
the memher for Murchison when he says
the hotels here indulge in Sunday trading.
I have often wondered why we shonld debar
hona fide travellers from getfing o drink
in the metropolitan area on a Sunday,
although one has only to travel 20 miles ont
of the ecity to he entitled to a drink. T
agree with the member for Toodyay that we
should stretch a point and give a
special license to hotels at tourist resorts.
People like to go out on Sunday. It is
probably the only day on which they do go
out. They may go to some place for a meal
but find they cannot get a dvink there. T
have often wondered why that sort of thing
was permitted. When we are dizcussing the
licensing laws we should give consideration
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to that subject. We may have to start npon
them at no distant date.

The Minister for Justice: I think we shall
have to make a start with portion of the
licensing laws next year.

Hon. ¢, . LATHAM: Consideration
should certainly be given to that guestion.
Why should we not have the 11 o’clock
elosing in the agricultural aress, as it exists
on the goldfields? Country people are en-
titled to the same consideration as is meted
ont to goldfields people. I agree with the
Minister that if we are going to tamper with
the legislation, as suggested by the member
for Murehison, we shall get into trouble. I
hope the Government will give eonsideration
‘to the views I have expressed. If we are
going to amend the law, let us consider the
elaims of the people in the coantry, and of
those places that are conducted purely for
tourist purposes. T have sometimes won-
dered why people drink more than they
should. No decent hotelkceper wants them
to do that. Iis greatest trouble is in deal-
ing with clients who do not know when they
have had enough. Liquor is an attractive
beverage and is beneficial when taken in
moderation.

The Minister for Police: IE you have the
11 o’clock closing hour in the country, there
will be people in the metropolitan area who
will want to close at six.

Hon. €. G. LATIIAM: In every part of
the world there arc different licensing laws
for tourist houses. Tourists do not drink
to excess, They genernlly merely take liquor
as a refreshment.

Alr. Wanshrough:
tourists.

The Minister for Police: Will you guaran-
tee that?

Hon. (.. G. LATHAM: Yes. I noticed
when I was in Canada that special eondi-
tions were allowed in the ecnse of tourist
houses, isolated places such as spas and the
like. The bars were not thrown open, and
the houses werc well conducted. I hope the
Government will consider the points of view
that I have expressed.

Let us all beeome

HON. N, EEENAN (Nedlands) [8.34]: [
do not think the real motive for the motion
has been recognised, namely, that we should
appreeiate the faet that Western Australin
presents event different problems in different
parts from the peint of view of our licen-
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sing laws. That state of affairs will con-
tinue so long as these different problems
are presented in this way. It is absurd to
imagine that we can have one general law
applicable to the whole State. The Min-
ister says that the position is met by diple-
macy.

Mr, Marshall: He is talking out of the
back of his head. He does not know what
is going on in goldfields towns.

Hon. N, KEENAN: In other words, the
law is not being enforced. It is a bad ad-
vertisement for any Government, that the
law is not being enforced. They call this
diplomacy.

The Minister for Police: That is hypoe-
risy. In your time the law was not en-
forced in Kalgoorlie.

Hon, N, KEENAN: I know that. 1 did
not get up in the House and say, ‘‘Let it
go on; that is diplomacy.”’

Mr. Moloney: What do yon suggest?

Hon. N. KEENAN: We should address
ourselves to the framing of licensing laws
to meet the requirements of the different
parits of the State. There is no law on the
statute-book that is more obsolete than the
law relating to the liquor trade. It has
been on the statate-book for so long that
we have come to revere it because it is
aged.

Mr. Moloney: It is like some men of to-
day, obsolete.

Mr. Thorn: Are you referring to vour-
self{

Hon. N, KEENAN: I wonder if the hon.
member can talk sense for a minute. Some-
times I think the licensing laws are out-
raged in his presence. The subjeet is an
important one, feo important for trivial re-
marks. Instend of saying he is prepared
to allow things to go on as they are and
rely upon the diplomaecy of the police not
to enforce fhe law, the Minister should
have addressed himself to the subject of
what reforms are necessary. 1 kmow the
goldfields and the eoast, but do not pretend
to know the agricultural areas. The con-
ditions are absolutely different in those
different areas No one can persuade me
that a licensing law that would be just and
proper for the agricultural areas is just
and proper for some other part of the
State. On the goldfields the men work
until midnight on one shift and from mid-
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night uniil morning on another shift, and
sleep during the day. How can we expect
the licensing laws to be enforced, as they are
under ordinary industrial conditions when
the hours of labour are sueh as I have indi-
cated? Refercnce has been made to the
licensing of speeial houses for speeial pur-
poses, such as tourist houses, where they
are established merely for that puarpose.
All these things have been dealt with by
people in other parts of the world who do
not possess more brains than we do, and
have no more capacity than we have to
meet the difficulties that arise.

My, Marshall: Courage is all that is
necessary.

Hon. N. KEENAN: They bave soon
tound a solution for these problems. Here
we rely oupon diplemacy and an obselete
law. Tourist licenses are of the greatest
importance to this State. We should en-
eourage the tourist traffic by making the
law fit in with the necessities of business
of that character. We should encournge
tourist hotels so that accommodation may
be provided for visitors. Possibly the regu-
lations governing that traffic might take
the form of not compelling the licensee to
carry on throughout the year. In many
parts of Europe therc are magnificent hotels
which remain open for five or six months
of the year. That is when they are wanted,
and when the tourists go te them. They
are not obliged te remain open during the
oft-season, for if they did they wounld make
a serious loss. Of course these hotels are
conducted on lines that would not yet be
followed here. All that is at our door to
learn if we will address ourselves to it. The
proper basis on which to diseuss this motion
is not to deal with the relative merits or
demerits of the agricultural area, the gold-
fields area or the metropolitan area, but to
recognise that our licensing laws are obso-
lete, and that at the earliest possible
moment they should be put into the melt-
ing pot and entirely recast. We should
address ourselves to the question of the
direction in which this reform could best
be put into effect. If we tackle the prob-
lem in a serious mood, we shall be doing
something which, although not expressed in
words, lies at the root of the motion
moved hy the member for Murchison. That
is why T have risen fo give it my support.
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ME. MOLONEY (Subisco) [8.40]): I ap-
preeciate the motive of the member for Mur-
chison in bringing down this motion, and
listened carefully to his speech, He made
out an extremely good case, without import-
ing any feeling into it. The Minister put
the matter in a nutshell when he stressed
the opinion that the people on the goldfields
are not desirous of having this motion carried
into effect. Other than the c¢haos which
reigned during the riots in Kalgoorlie, I do
not thing anyone can take exception to the
manner in which the licensing laws are he-
ing condueted on the goldfields. The mem-
her for Nediands referred to the law as
obsolete. There is something ironical about
a statement of that sort coming From the
hon. member. For many vears he has been
one of the pivofs upon whieh the politieal
life of this State has revolved. I have vet

to learn whether he has cleansed the
Augean stables in respect fo many of
the anomalies which n his high puri-
tanism  he has  suggested exist. We

are acensed of hypoerisy o the dispens-
ing of justice. That accusation savours of
the ridiculous when it comes from one who
has been the custodian of the law which we
are told is not being earried out to the let-
ter. The hon. member said we should remove
these restrictions, these excrescences which
surround the conditions applying to the
liquor trade and do away with the
transgressions of those engaged in it. I
have travelled as much as mwost people. No-
where have I seen the liquor trade hetter
condueted, under more congenial conditions,
with such an entire absence of graft, and
so fairly and above board, as I have seen
in this State. The houndary of 21 miles
as applying to bona fide travellers is not
new and is not peenliar to the present ad-
ministration. Tf the motion were earried,
that zort of thing would not he obviated.
I have it on the authority of many reputable
citizens that the goldfields people do not
desire anything to by fixed arbitrarily, such
as the motion snggests. Tf I thought those
people had not a full knowledge of the
position, T would agree that something spe-
cific should he fixed. If it is the desire of
the member for Nedlands to have a com-
plete vehabilitation of the licensing laws,
it is ecompetent for him to bring down legis-
lation to that end. It is very easy to criti-
cise or accuse the olher fellow of acting the
part of hvpoerite. Possibly thoze people,
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berause they are not in the privacy of the
elub or the racecourse, transgress every day
of the week, At the same time we hear it
said, “Let us put the law into operation
as far as it affects working people, those
people who have very limited opportunities
of taking advantage of opportunities en-
joved by the more privileged.” I appreei-
ate the desire of the member who intro-
duced the motion, and 1 also appreciate the
zeat he at all times displays when snbmit
ting any question to the House.

My, Stubbs: Then why do not you sap-
port him?

Mr, MOLONEY : I reserve to myself the
right to diserimimate in respect of any mem-
ber’s zeal. There arc times when a per-
son’s zeal may be misdirceted, but in this
case I am fully seized with the position, be-
cause 1 have acguainted myself with what
actually applies on the goldfields, though
perhaps not at Wihma, and L calise
that the people of the goldfields o
not desire that what is contained in the
mation shall apply to them. What they
do desive is that sanity shall at all time
characterise the potting into operation of
the licensing laws that exist. They have no
wishi that there shonld bhe anything ex-
tremely restrictive, and that if there should
he any attempt to bring about an altera-
fion of the law, that that alteration should
not he piecemeal in effect. If, as the mem-
her for Nedlands tells us, the law is obso-
lete and out of joini, it demands that we
shafl give it consideration in no small way.
There must be a complete overhan], bhut I
have vet to learn that there are all the ano-
malies to which reference has been made.
Only the other day I accompanied a most
influential deputation to the Acting Pre-
mier, and the principal complaint of that
deputation was with regard to the method
of obtaining licenses. That deputation ad-
mitted that the licensing laws were admir-
ably carried out. Of course they desired
certain improvements insofar as the refer-
endum was concerned, but the members of
it never made one-quarter of a  thou-
sandth part of the attuek on the licen-
sing Jaws or their administration that was
made by the member for Nedlands who sup-
ported the motion. T consider no good pur-
pose will be served by carrving the motion:
as a matier of fact, it will do more harm
than good. TEven the members for the
North-West, as T have learned hy canversn-
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tion, do not desire that there shall be any
tampering with the licensing laws as they
apply to that part of the State. They con-
sider that the existing law suits them and
will continue to do so until such time as
there is an expression of opinion from that
quarter. They, too, point out that not only
are the goldfields not desirous of having any
innovation put into force, but that the
North-West itself expresses a hope that the
licensing laws will be left alone.

MR. LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie}
[852]: We can appreciate the faet that
since we have amended the Licensing Aect
in this State we have had a cleaning-up of
some of the objectionable features which
previously surrounded the liquor trade. At
that time different courts were allowed to
grant licenses, but when the present law
came into force one board for the whole
State was appointed, and that board has
rendered good service in the cleaning-up of
the trade. Dveryone admits that if there
13 one Act we can be proud of, it is the
Licensing Act passed in 1921. BSinee that
time we have had reasonable commonsense
administration of the licensing laws, not
only in respect of Sunday trading, or the
traffic generally, but with regard to new
lieenses. Notwithstanding the remarks of
the member for Subiace (Mr. Moloney),
the Ministers who have heen ecalled upon
to administer the Act have done so in a
way that has been acceptable to all.

Mr. Melopey: I never said otherwise.

Mr. LAMBERT: From the extrovaganca
of the hon. member's language I found it
difficult to determine exactly what he really
did desire.

Mr. Moloney: I am sorry.

Mr. LAMBERT: Whilst we should allow
the Minister for Police to accept the re-
sponsibility for either relaxing or enfore-
ing the Act, there is no oceasion to permit
the law to be waived, as was sugzested. Tha
member for Nedlands properly said that the
tirne was ripe for a recasting or throwing
into the melting pot of our present licens-
ing laws,

Mr. Withers:
tion!

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know that even
that term has a sufficiently wide scone.
There has been a rapid development of road
transport. In the old days we had not
inotor cars, and a lot of other conveniences.

A comprebensive altera-
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Mr. F. C. L. Smith: You are not allowed
to drink when you drive a car.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is a matter on
which my friend can speak move fluently
than I. With the development of road
transport there has been a growth of the
ordinary roadside inn, which, some ten or
15 years ago, could hardly make a living.
To-day hotels exist worth perhaps £5,000 or
£10,000 which, a few years ago, were worth
not more than a few hundred pounds.

Mr. Stubbs: I will sell you a few af
Wagin for less than that.
Mr. LAMBERT: TProbably there are

some that could sell the member for Wagin
at a diseount, but I am not going to sub-
seribe to that viewpoint. The administra-
tion of the licensing laws on the goldfields
or in the North-West is the responsibility
of Parliament, and if Parliament is going
to eontinue to be hypoeritical, then the pre-
sent Minister for Police and the Ministers
before him did a very good job in meeting
many of the contingencies that arose out
of the geographieal positien in which the
goldfields are sitnated. The geoldfields ave
at a geographical disadvantage, and I agree
with the view that the hypocrisy as far as
the administration of the licensing laws on
the goldfields is eoncerned, should rot eon-
tinne.

The Minister for Police: They are very
resourceful people.

Mr. LAMBERT: They are, and they are
anything but orthodox. Under certain con-
ditions the peaple on the goldfields have a
right to obtain a drink when they require
it. I hope it will never be within the scope
of Parliament to prescribe laws which are
not justifiable as far as the goldfields are
concerned. The goldfields have always en-
joyed certain privileges. At the same time
T do not know that it is possible to find more
law-ghiding people anywhere than are those
on the goldfields. If we do alter our licensing
laws, we should remode! them upon lines that
will bring them into conformity with modera
legislation in other parts of the world.
When we passed the Bill in 1921 giving
certain people in the metropolis the right
te get a drink and restricting others com-
ing to the metropolis, we could not foresee
the development that has oceurred in road
transport. 1 venture to say there was a
greater abuse of the licensing laws in the
metropolitan area at that time than ever
ocewrred on the goldfields. We had the



1792

five-mile limit under which a person could
go fo certain places, apd hundreds of
people congregated at those places each
Sunday and absolutely debased the licensing
laws. That applied also to the seaside re-
sorts. The member for Murchison should
be thanked for having brought the motion
before the House. It is time that we faced
the position squarely, and made an investi-
gation to consider the conditions that conld
most usefully be adopted to meet present
day needs. At this late hour of the session
I do not think that any good purpose would
be served by passing the motion, especially
in its present form, buf if the member for
Nedlands is sincere in his wish to see the
licensing laws remodelled, everyone will
join with him in the effort to remove exist-
ing anomalies. We should not cast upon the
Minister the vesponsibility of exercising
elastic powers to grant immunity from
prosecutinn to those who supply drink. Nor
should we expeet him harshly to interpret
the licensing laws, I will support the motion
in the hope that at a more opportune time,
probably next session, there will be an
opportunity to remodel the Aet. As the
member for Nedlands said, there are many
good features in the laws of other countries.
At Cottesloe during six months of the year,
I suppose the trade would not take suffi-
cient to pay for electrie light, but during
the other six mouths the hest of accommoda-
tion is available for visitors, not only from
the metropolitan area but from the gold-
fields. I have been to countries where onc
could sit in a lounge and order a drink
that was brought from a store-room., In
other eountries there is no accommodation
for guests on the premises where liquor is
sold. Probably 200 feet away there is a
botel attache with living acecommodation,
but in that part no liquor is served. After
listening to the considered and interesting
statement of the member for Nedlands, T
hope members realise that the responsibility
should not be thrown upon the Minister,
however ably this diffienlt Act may bave
been administered by him. It is for Par-
liament to do onece more what wag done in
1921, when an investigation was made to
determine what amendments to the law were
necessary. As a result of the investigation
the trade was greatly improved. If that
course were again adopted we could give
satisfaction to those people who take a
reasonahle view of the licensing laws.

[ASSEMBLY.]

MR, SAMPSON (Swan) [9.7]: I support
the motion, not that I am particularly well
acquainted with the goldfields, but because
I believe there should be a definite law.

Mr. Marshall: I will present youn with
another little steam engine.

Mr, SAMPSON: I believe that every
Government is afraid of the Licensing Act.
Sneeessive Governments, unfortunately, have
not done what they should have done in
respect to many of the required amend-
ments. Beeause of that the work of the
Minister for Police has become inecreasingly
difficult, and requires considerable tact,
understanding and diplomacy to do what is
necessary. I am strongly of opinion that
the law relating to what is known as the
dry area or the 20-mile radius from the
Perth and Fremantle town halls should be
amended. If it is wrong for a person in
those areas to get drink on a Sunday, it is
wrong in any eircumstances. Personally I
do not think it is wrong to drink in sueh
cireumstances. Within a radius of 20 miles
of either of these town halls it is alleged to
get a drink from 9 p.m. on Saturday to 9
am. on Monday. I believe that the wise
person sips the pleasures of life, and that
drinking in moderation is not harmful.
Reference has heen made to the Mundaring
Weir hotel. It has been said that one must
travel a little over 26 miles before that hotel
can. be reached, notwithstanding that the
radius prescribed by the Act is 20 miles as
the crow flies.

Mr., SPEAKER: The motion deals with
the area north of the 27th parallel.

Mr. SAMPSON: Reference has been
made to the matter of which I was speaking.

Mr. SPEAKER: If it was wrongly re-
ferred to, that iz no reason why the hon.
member should refer to it.

Alr, SAMPSON'; There are a number of
hotels

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! There Is
much conversation amongst menibers.

My, SAMPSON: That was a very happy
suggoestion,

Mr. SPEAKER: We are not discussing
my suggestion. We are diseussing an ex-
tension of the licensing laws for towns above
the 27th parallel.

Mr. SAMPSON: Following your sugges-
tion, Mr. Speaker, I propose to move an
amendment,

too
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My, SPEAKER: 1t is not my suggestion
that you move an amendment.

Mr, Marshall: If you move an amendment
the motion will lave the same tragic ending
that befell a previous motion of mine which
vou sought to amend.

Mr. SAMPSON: T zaved that particular
wotion from ignominy.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Which motion
is the hon. member discussing now?

Mr. SAMPSON: The motion on the
notice paper in the name of the member for
Murehison. I hope the Government will
decide that the Lieensing Act should he
overhauled. Undoubtedly there is need for
amending it in various ways, and particu-
larly in regard to what is known as the dry
area or the 20-mile radius. In Norway—is
that out of order Mr. Speaker?

Mr. SPEAKER: I am nof sure whether
that is north of the 27th parallel or not.

Mr., SAMPSON: If is. In that country
consideration is given to drinking within
eertain hours, but I shall not dwell on that
point. It is not often that I have an oppor-
tunity to congratulate the inember for
Murchison or support a motion tabled by
him. To-night I propose Lo enjoy that
novelty. It is a motion that should be ear-
1ied, and although I question the need for
amendments for the goldfields, | have his
assurance that they are required. |'ndouht-
edly the Act is due for amendment.

MER. MARSHALL {Murchison-—in reply)
19.13] : ¥ shall be brief in my reply because
there is little that ealls for comment apart
from the remarks of the Minister, which
seemed to me to be a hopeless, helpless and
useless effort to do nothing. One or two
other speakers tomched on various aspeects,
apart from those referved to by the Minis-
ter. Anyone listening to the member for
Subiaco, particularly if he had little ex-
perience of the vast extent of the State,
would have wmagined that the goldfields
consisted of Boulder and Kalgoorlie.

Mr. Sampson: You gathered the wrong
impression.

Mr. MARSHALL: That was the hon.
member’s conception of the goldfields, and
indicates his eoneeption of almost every-
thing. .

Mr. Moloney: Do not be toa hard.

Mr. MARSHALL: Why should the hon.
member oppose the motion becanse some
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particuiar friend of his informed him that
the goldfields people did not want the con-
cessions? 1f a plebiscite were taken in
Kalgoorlie to-merrow, the place to which
the hon. member referred, it would be ear-
ried by an overwhelming majority, that we
should amend the law se that it would be
right for a man to walk into a hotel on a
Sunday without risk of being grabbed by
the police. How ean the Minister take it
upon himself to instruct the Boulder police
to permit that practice, while he refuses
to permit it on the Murchison? I aceuse
the Minister for Police of pandering to his
colleagues in Cabinet. FHere is the instruc-
tion given by the Minister to the goldfields
police, anid 1 {ake exception to it. The
instruction shows what is happening. The
law to-day lays down that no one, any-
where in this State, shall be served with
intoxicating liquor during

Mr, Raphael: One can go into any hotel
in Perth and get liquor at any time of the
night or day.

Mr. Sampson: Youn must be very indus-
trious after nine o’clock!

Mr. MARSHALL: T am complaining of
the administration of the liquor law. In
inoving the mofion T stressed fhat point.
The Iaw says that no one shall be served
with intoxieating liquor on Sunday or dur-
ing prohibited hours, unless he has the bona
fide quaiification or is a lodger. The amend-
ment suggested ‘hy the motion is that we
should liberalise the law so as to permit
of trading dnring certain hours on Sunday.
Because the motion is worded along those
lines, the Minister——I think, though T am
not quite sure—and certainly the member
for Subiaco (3Mr. Moloney)} and the member
for Toodyay (Mr. Thorn) argue that the
adoption of my suggestion would mean the
practical aholition of the present system of
liquor econtrol, and that thereafter the
operation of the liquor law would bhe eon-
fined to the scope of my amendment.

Alr. Moloney: Your imagination plays a
striking part there!

Ar. MARSHALL: 1 maintain that what
the hon. member calls my imagination re-
presents the exact impression left npon my
mind by his speech. The law fo-day says
that one shall not without either the hona

file or the  residential qualifica-
tion pet a drink on Sunday or dur-
ing prohibited hours. Tere I have
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the Minister’s instructions on the subject,
his instructions as divulged in a Kalgoorlie
court during a recent prosecution, which
was followed by other prosecutions. The
Minister says that althongh the law to-day
is as I have stated, one can get a drink.
He adds that this is correct and should be
so. He declares, “We have always used dis-
crefion in the administration of the liquor
laws on the goldfields.” T tell the Minister
that nothing of the kind has been done.
Even in Kalgoorlie and Boulder there have
been limbs of the law who have interfered
with the liberty of the miners as to seeur-
ing liguor on Sunday and during prohibi-
ted hours, after finishing their shift. I
know of cases where the Government have
heen asked to remove a police officer so that
the law could again be liberally adminis-
tered—or, not liberally administered but ab-
solutely hroken with the sanetion of the Min-
ister. The adoption of my suggested
amendment would not prevent trading dur-
ing such hours as the Minister says apply
to-day at Boulder and Kalgoorlie, Tt would
merely provide that no matter who was the
limb of the law administering the Act, at
least during certain hours he would not be
able to interfere with the liberty of the sub-
ject in regard to obtaining intoxieants. IF
the adminisiration of the law was as de-
seribed by the - Minister, people could get
liquor outside the trading hours acecording
to the generosity of the individual admin-
istering the Aet at the place and at the time.
That is not my proposal. I say, that prae-
tice is wrong according to law. I want to
make the practice lawful. Again, there is
the spectacle of certain hotel keepers, prob-
ably owing to independence of disposition,
falling foul of the constable administering
the law, TIn one town there is such a hotel
keeper and there are other hotel keepers.
The administrator of the law closed up the
hotel of the first man for good and all. His
competitors were not interfered with, Is
that fair? My amendment merely suggests
that even in defiance of such an officer the
hotel keeper I have referred to would be
able to hold his eustomers in competition
with his opponents. Tet me tell North-
Western members

Mr. Coverley: We know all about it. You
are not an authority on the North.

Mr. MARSHALL: T want to refer to
what the Minisier said about North-Western
members. T want those hon. members and

[ASSEMBLY.]

the people of the North-West to under-
stand that it is impossible to read into my
motion anything that would prevent present-
day practices from continuing, but that the
adoption of my suggestion would have this
effect, that during ecertain hours which are
now prohibited hours it would be legal to
obtain liquor, and that thus it would not
be possible in any town on the goldfields or
in the North-West for an administrator of
the law to say to a hotel keeper, “For 24
hours you shall remain eclosed.” The hotel
keeper would be entitled to keep open dur-
ing certain hours, That is all my motion
contemplates. However, to hear some hon.
members one would think I wanted certain
bours fixed for trading and outside those
hours to shut the hotels up altogether. The
Minister may have seen yesterday a report
of a prosecution at Wiluna, not a prose-
cution for trading during prohibited hours.
The charge was dismissed, but the report
shows how striet things are at Wiluna.
During the last three or four years it has
not been possible for a Wiluna miner to
obtain a drink during prohibited hours.
From the Minister's assertion, it would ap-
pear that in goldfields distriets represented
by Cabinet members one ean gef a drink as
stated, whereas in goldfields distriets repre-
sented by ordinary members one cannot get
a drink during prohibited hours. Here I have
the report of a Sunday-trading prosecution
at Boulder or Kalgoorlie. T quote from the
Press entting—

Sergeant Clementson, who prosecuted, said
that in acecordance with instructions from Perth
all hotel proprietors on the geldfields had been
warned that they must keep their bar-doors
locked on Sundavs. ‘*Why only the har-
doors?’? asked the magistrate. ‘It puts me
in rather an awkward pogition,’’ replied Ser-
geant Clementsen. ‘I do not believe in hypoe-

visy, but I have received instructions from
Perth, and have to carry them out.?’

Who gave those imstnetions to hreak the
law? TIf such instructions can be given
for Boulder and Kalgoorlie, why cannot
they be given for Wiluna, Meckatharra and
Cue?

Mr. Hawke: And Kellerberrin, Northam
and York?

Mr, MARSHALL: From what T gathe:
from members who have spoken, those
places are now experiencing a discrefionary
administration of the liquor law. There iz
not another gold mine in the State like that
in Wiluna at present, though there soon
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has reached the ob-
jectionable stage when arsenic fumes
and gases percolaie the atmosphere for
miles around the mines and the habitalions.
To the hon. member who suggested that the
Wiluna people growl because they eannot
get beer on Sunday, my reply is that Wiluna
residents are as much entitled to the enjoy-
ment of such a right on Sunday as are the
residents of Kalgoorlie and Boulder, to
whom the Minister accords it. Had the
administration of the liquor law been fair
and honest and complete throughout the
goldficlds, iny motion would never have
heen lannched, becanse there would have
been no necessity for it. In moving it T
referred to men who competed in selection
ballots for the right to he standard-bearers
of Labour. The hon. gentleman advecated,
on the Golden Mile, the legislation of Sun-
day trading on the goldfields 28 years ago.
Why was not the agitation persevered with?
Was the reason, as stated by the Minister,
that we have shut our eyes to the law on
the goldfields? I think that is correet. On
the other hand, in other goldfields towns
officers have come along and definitely and
positively shut down all trading outside
hours. Seemingly that has never oceurrved
at Boulder and Kalgoorlie. Tn those towns,
if the liotels merely close their doors every-
thing is all right. Will the Minister guar-
antee me that Wiluna and the Murehison
shall enjor the same privilege? Tn that
¢ase, all vight. TIf he will not, if the perse-
cution now obtaining at Wiluna and on the
Murchison is to continue, I shall =tand up
here on every possible oceasion and voice
my protest against the inconsistencies ap-
parent in the administration of the liquar
laws. One hon. memher mentioned some-
thing about riots on the goldfields. Of
course liquor is responsible for those riots,
in his opinion.

Mr. Moloney: I never said anything of
the kind. Spenk for vourself.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am merely express-
ing an impression left upon my mind when
the hon. memher had finished his speech. T
do not know whether the hon. member meant
that,

My, Moloney: Imagination again! Be a
little more reckless!

Mr. MARSHALL: One member did asso-
ciate the riots at Kalgooriie with the liquor
traffie.

Alr. Hawke: Liguor preeipitated the riots.

will be. Wiluna
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Mr. MARSHALL: That was the posi-
tion. At nny rate, I want to tell that hon.
member, whoever he was, that he is not
familiar with the position at all. The Min-
ister knows that ever sinee the goldfields
existed as such, racial hatred has prevailed.
During the whele time I have been associ-
ated with the goldfields, I have known that
to be so. I have scen men lying in the
streets in Meekatharra. They have been
knocked out and taken in the amhbulance te
the hospital. 1 know that the trouble on
the Murchison never at any time reached
the dimensions of the Kalgoorlie riots. You,
Mr. Speaker, know from your experience in
the Murchison distriet that on paynight
after paynight you stood back out of the
line of Irish gun-fodder. You stood aside
from the shower of road metal, stones, fisis
and knives, They were used as they were
in Walgoorlie although not on such & seale.

Mr. Raphanel: He was wise in standing
baek.

Mr. MARSHALL: Of course he was
wise, In such circumstances, absence of
body is better than presence of mind. I do
not associate the ligunor trade with what
oceurred on those oceasions, for I do not
think linuor had anything to do with it at
all. [ moved the motion, helieving it to be
the correct thing to do. 1 am not partica-
larly eoncerned as to what form the ndmin-
istration of the liquor laws shall take, if
my motion be agreed to. It is sheer hypo-
crisy lor the Minister to say on behalf of
the Government, “I know it is not the law,
but T will insiruet those administering the
law to see that it is broken” Tt is hypo-
erisy to adopt that attitude and then apply
those eonditions in given areas only., The
situation on the Murchison has been known
to the Goverument for a long time, but thers
has been no effort on the part of the Perth
authorities, whoever they may be, to sea
that wany relaxation is authorised at
Wiluna. I agree with the member for Ned-
lands (Hon. N. Keenan) and the member for
Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert} that
there are many necessary amendments re-
quired in our licensing laws, and the sooner
the Government have the temerity to amend
the Act, the bhetter it will be. T will not
remain a member of this Chamber and al-
low one section of the goldfields to be per-
mitted to fout the law in accordance with
insteuctions  from  Perth, if equal treat-
ment is not meted out to the Murchison
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area. In that part of the State, the citizens
are just as good as those who live in the
Eastern Goldfields disiricts, and the former
deserve equally considerate treatment. In
my opinion the consideration extended to
the Eastern Goldfields should apply
thronghout the whole State.

Mr. Wilson: So it should.

Mr. MARSHALL: I have no intention
to diseriminate, and the only reason I
appea! to the Government on behalf of
the people residing in the northern gord-
fields areas is that the couditions of em-
ployment under which the bulk of the peo-
ple are working, plus the climatie condi-
tions, warrant a different form of liquor
laws from those applicable in the city.
Anyone who knows the goldfields cenditions
will agree with me. As a matter of fact,
those in authority have agreed that the
licensing laws should be broken, seeing that
they permit the legalisation of frading
hours on Sunday as being essentinl and
necessary. 1t that is not so, why do they
permit the practice? Why not stop it at
Kalgoorlie and Boulder? If the law is
correct and proper—the Government say it
is eorrect—they should enforee it. If it is
not correct, then every cenire on the gold-
fields should reeceive similar treatment.
That is all T ask. I agree with those mem-
bers who have contended that the Licen-
sing Act is long overdne for drastic and
urgent amendment. Irrespective of what
the fate of my motion may be, I bope the
Government will not close their eyes to
what prevails on the goldfields and else-
where. I can take members of this House
to suburbs of the eity and show them open
trading on Sundays. They will be able to
walk into the bars and if any member
contends 1T am wrong, he ¢can come with me
next Sunday and ¥ will take him into those
bars, which are not too far away from the
city.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It would be too risky
to go with you on a Sanday.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Ieader of the
Opposition would be gquite safe. I will
demonstrate how easy it is to get liquor.

Mr, Moloney: Are you complaining that
the law is not strict enough?

Mr. MARSHALL: My complaint is about
the irregularities in the administration of
the law, and its restrictive application in
one part and its laxity in other parts, T
disagree with the suggestion that the whole
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of the Sabbath should be a prohibited day.
If the Government admit it is right to
permit the law io be broken at one centre,
that econdition should apply generally
throughont the goldfields. 1 have done my
best, for I conscientiously believe in the
substanece of my rmotion, I am eonvineed
that there should not be total prohibition
during the whole of the 24 hours on a Sun-
day in any part of the State, particularly
on the goldfields.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . .. . .. 14
Noes .. .. . 16
Majority against 2
AYEB.

Mr. Clothfer Mr, Sleeman

Mr. Keensu Mr 10, L. Smith

Mr. Lambert Mr. Stubbs

AMr. McDoopald Mr. Thorn

Mr. Marshali Mr. Toakin

Mr. North Me, Wilson

Mr. Sampson Mr, Raphael

(Teller
NOEB,

Mr. Coverley Mr, Patrick

Mr. Ferguson Mr, Rodoreda

Mr. Hawke Mr. Wansbrough

Mr. MeCallum Mr. Warner

Mr. McLarty Mr, Willeock

Mr, Millington Mr. Wise

Mr. Moloney Mr. Withers

Mr, Nulsen Mr. Doney

(Teller.)

Question thus negatived.

MOTION—BULE HANDLING SITES.
Departmental Committee’'s Report.

Debate resumed from the Tth November
on the following motion moved by Mr.
Sleeman :—

‘¢ That the report of the recent departmental
committee appointed to inquire into railway

sites for bulk handling be laid upon the Table
of the House.'’ ’

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
J. C. Willgock—Geraldton) [9.43]: The
Government have no ohjeetion to the
motion. With regard to such motions, how-
ever, very often the Government require fo
seeure information of a confidential nature
and it iz not always desirable, in the inter-
ests of other people, not of the Government,
that the jnformation should be made puhlie.
Beeause of the fact that a departmental in-
guiry has been held into some matter, it is
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often considered that the information should
be made available, and accordingly motions
are moved in this House, Therc may be
instances in which departmental officers,
who are called upon to conduct inguiries on
behalf of the Government, may feel disin-
elined, if they think the infoermation will be
made publie, to express their opinions freely
or to give all the information that iz avail-
able. It might be that publication would be
detrimental to the people in respect of which
the inquiries were conducted. In that event,
it would not he advisable for the informa-
tion to he made available. That does not
apply in this instance. T have the report
here.

Question put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: As
I said, I have here the report, and in
accordance with the resolution I lay it on
the Table,

MOTION—HORSE-RACING, BETTING
CONTROL.

Debate resumed from the 7Tth November

on the following motion moved by Mr. Maxr-
shall :—

That, in the opinion of this House, immediate
steps should be taken to imtroduce legislation
for the purpose of legalising ard controlling
betting on horse-racing, along the lines of the
South Australian Act.

MR. WISE (Gascoyne) [9.47]: I agree
with some of the sentiments conveyed by
the motion, and I think there is urgent need
for some means of eonirolling or regulating
the system of betting operating in this
State. But I think perhaps the motion
goes {oo far, that there iz nothing in it
to say that the South Australian Aet is
suited to the conditions applying in this
State, there is nothing fo show that within
the confines of the South Australian Aect
there are provisions applicable to the con-
ditions obtaining in this State. In addi-
tion, that Act may not provide at all for
matters which are relevant to betting trans-
actions on or off racecourses in Western
Australia. For the good of all ages and
all people interested in betting, whether
they bet or not, some control should be
exercised. Evervone will agree if is im-
possible to abolish betting on horseracing,
and I think most will agree that some sys-
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tem of control is desirable. There are in
the community many people who oppose
all forms of gambling. They eannot tolerate
gambling and cannot conceive of any good
coming from any form of gambling. But
even those folk would welecome some definite
supervision of the betting transactions in
this State; even to those to whom gambling
is abhorrent, a scheme of registration or
licensing wonld be welcome. I move an
amendment—

That al! words after ‘‘horseraeing,’’ in iine
4, Le struck out, and the following inserted in

Jieu: —¢‘in connection with betting transactions
made on or off licensed raeecourses.’’

1t may be that by the registration of a cer-
tain number of shops within the State, and
by licensing the men operating them, and
further by the imposition of a tax on win-
ning bets this maiter might well be con-
trolled to suit the conditions applying to
betting.

Amendment puot and passed.
[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

MR, MARSHALL (Murchison—in reply)
[9.52]: Most members have agreed that
some form of control should be instituted.
The only objector was the Minister, and his
confribution in opposition to the motion
was very brief and left but litile to reply
te. His chief point was that ne request
had been made for this. Tfistrue there has
not bheen any direct request made, for the
reason that the bookmakers licensed by the
W.AT.C. and having a monopoly of bet-
ting under the law, are satisfied to lef
things remain as they are. The legalising
of betting off the course would only rob
those gentlemen of a great deal of patron-
age, and it is fear of that loss which makes
them content with the existing state of
affairs. On the other hand, those who have
been beiting off the course are so infimi-
dated that they fear to make any request for
legality because they would have to admit
their gnilt, their hreaking of the law. And
those unfortunates who cannot afford to go
on the course, conscientious individuals who
have, say, only 5s. to invest, prefer to in-
vest it in a little bet at some obscure shop
rather than spend their only 5s. in seeking
admission to the racecourse. Such men are
cowed by the knowledge they are breaking
the law, and the police have got them in such
a funk that they do not dare make a re-
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quest to the Government. So the Minister
was right in saying that no one had de-
manded the reform. In moving my motion
I went to the trouble to show that for hun-
dreds of years on the Continent this evil
has continued to grow, nofwithstanding all
efforts to abolish it. Shop betiing was ex-
tensively practised in England 200 years
ago, and as it was reduced by the legalising
of it, so it produced another evil, namely
that of street betting. If there is anything
more objectionable than the state of affairs
prevailing in this city on Saturday after-
noons—if what we see does not call for con-
trol, then nothing will induce the Govern-
nient to introduce control. To such an ex-
tent is shop betting growing in this State
that umless some control is immediately
adopted, otber evils will grow up and gei
out of hand. We talk of our desire to pro-
tect onr youth while the existing state of
affairs tempts them into quiet byways to
indulge in betting off the course. And im-
mediately those who are betting are chased
out of one dark alley, they seek another. We
shall never stop street beiting or shop bet-
ting while horse racing exists. The gamb-
ling spirit is inherent in the Australian race
to perhaps a greater extent than it is in
any other race, and the majority of Aus-
tralians will have a bet in defiance of any
law. Yet the Minister said it does not mat-
ter, and he went on to speak of the exist-
ing regulation and control of betfing. Bui
we have no control, no regulation whatever.
Is it fair that because a person is licensed
by a racing club, he shounld be allowed to
have an office in the city in which to settle
his wagers on Monday morning, while an-
other person, not licensed to bet, is
haled before a court and heavily fined?
Why should that be? What control has
the Minister that such things can happen?
There is no control. It is only hypoerisy
to pretend otherwise. The feeling is grow-
ing that it would be better to control the
evil, have registered premises that are
strictly supervised, keep the young people
away from them, and make provision for
those who desire to bet so that they may do
so within the law. The fear of the cancel-
lation of their licenses would force the

people in charge of the premises {o eomply -

with the Jaw, whereas to-day women and
children can bet if they desire to do so
without the law being able to prevent them.
The Minister says there has been no request
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for a tightening up. True, no deputation
has waited upon the Government to legalise
street or shop betting, but I suggest that
sinee this motion was moved any number
of quiet requests have been made to the
Government not to consider it. I know the
influence of the racing fraternity. Tt is
pretty powerful. John Wren and P. A,
Connolly are not wanting representatives
when anything that may be injurious te
their financial welfare is on the political
horizon. For the well-being of the com-
munity the law should he made effective.
and all betting should be controlled. The
Minister said the South Australian Act had
not been in force long enough to be of value.
I do not think he has ever seen it. It was
I who first said it had not been enforeed
long enough to be given a fair test. 1
would not endorse that Act holus bolus,
and only referred to it as I had no other
guide. T wish to read a condensed state-
ment founded on the last report of the
Commissioner of Police in South Awustralia,
Brigadier General R. L, Leanc. Tn his re-
port to Parliament he said—

A public need appears to have been filled
with the advent of licensed bookmakers and
betting shops. It was certainly a vast improve-
ment over the old system from the point of
view of contamination of youth. A licensed
bookmaker would not knowingly bet with a
minor for fear of losing his license, whereas
previously a beokmaker would bet with any-
one, Betting had been taken away from hotels,
hiltiard saloons, shops, and many other places
where youth had congregated for the purpose
of betting, and where their morals had heen
corrupted.

Anyone can bet in this State.

Previously the large majority of otherwisc
law-abiding citizens broke the law with im-
punity, simply because they did not believe in
the restrictions placed upon them. Inm his opin-
ion the whole atmosphere in regard to bettin
had e¢hanged for the better. At present illeg:ﬂ
beiting had diminished to an extent to be
almost negligible compared with previous
times, but there were still some prepared to
indulge in illicit operations both at hotels and
at dwellings.

The Commissioner of Police in South Aus-
fralia should know something about this
matter. I suggest to the Minister, who
knows the goldfields, that if befting is an
evil there, we have a number of evil-doers.
Most miners have an inherent desire to bet.
A big percentage of our people could never
attend the racecourse under present condi-
tions because they are too far away. The
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only way in which they can bet is to punt
locally, which is probibited by law. The
Minister seems to think that does not mat-
ter because the delinguents are brought up
before the court and fined, and go on
again. No one likes to appear before a
court, even on such a charge. The prin-
ciple is either right or wrong. If it is right
it should be made law; if it is wrong it
should be stopped at once. The only course
open to us is to control the business, and T
suggest the Government shounid favourably
consider that aspect.

Question, as amended, put, and a division
taken with the following result:—

Ayes 14
Noes e 14
A tie ¢
AYES,

Mr. Clothier Mr, I. Q. L. Smith

Mr. Coverley Mr. Tonkin

Mr. Hawke Mr. Wansbrough

Mr. Marshall Mr. Wilson

Mr. Moloney Mr. Wise

Mr, Nulsen Me, Withers

Mr. Rodoreda Mr. Raphael

(Teller.)
Noes,

Mr. Ferguson Mr. Patrick

Mr. Latbam Mr. Piesse

Mr. MceCallum Mr. Sampson

Mr. MeDonald Mr. Stubbs

Mr. MeLarty Mr. Warner

Mr. Millington Mr. Willcock

Mr. Nortb Mr. Doney

(Teller.)

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: T give my
casting vote with the ayes.

Question thus passed.

BILL—CREMATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

MR. HAWEE (¥Northam) [10.13] in
moving the seecond reading said: By passing
the Cremation Aet in 1929, Parliament en-
dorsed the principle of cremation in Woest-
ern Australia. No doubi members constitu-
ting the present Parliament will also en-
dorse it. It seems unnecessary to quote in
detail the history of the movement that has
been carried on in various countries in
favour of cremation; neither does it seem
necessary to place before the House the
many solid reasons which led up to the cre-
mation of human bodies instead of burving
them. Some members, however, may be
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interested to learn that the idea of crema-
fion in its present form was introduced into
England by Sir Henry Thompgon in 1873.
Earlier in that year that gentleman bad
visited Italy and witnessed several eremation
services there. The first crematorium was
ereeted at Woking in England in 1878, and
was first used in 1882. In 1883 a Welsh
doctor raised a storm of protest when he
huilt a small erematorium on his own pro-
perty, and cremated the dead body of his
wife. He was arrested and tried before Mr.
Justice Stephen, It was then decided that
cremation was legal provided it was done
without nuisance to other people. Since then
the practice has spread rapidly in England
and in other parts of the British Empire.
Last year in Sydney 800 eremations were
carried gut, and in Adelaide, Melbourne and
Brishane, the practice is solidly established.
To-day almost all opposition and prejudice
against cremation have vanished. There
have been many cases in the past where men
and women have been strongly opposed to
the practice of c¢remation. Many of those
people have been prevailed upon to witness
an actual cremation service and as a result
of the experience their point of view has
been entirely reversed. Unfortunately the
1929 Act has become a dead letter. No

action of any kind has been taken by the
anthorities mentioned in that Act to make
eremation possible in Western Australia.
The 1929 Act limited the right to establish
a eremaforium to the trustees and controlling
authorities of existing cemeteries, Those
trustees and controlling authorities, if not
opposed to the idea of eremation, at Ieast
are very cold towards it. It seems fto me
very unfair that those authorities should
have failed to take the necessary action,
especially when we remember that since the
passing of the Act many people have died
who were very earnest in their desire that
their bodies showld, after death, he cremated.
At least two cases have occurred this year
where relatives have gone to all the trouble
and expense of sending the bodies to the
Eastern States fo be cremated. Exeept for
the very great expense involved, many more
than the two cases would have occurred this
year, and many more cases than did oceur
might have occurred in previous years. The
amending Bill proposes to amend Section 4
of the principal Aef, so that it shall be made
workable. It is proposed that Subsection 1
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of Section 4 of the Act shall be deleted in
order that a new and more workahle snb-
section may be inserted. The new subsec-
tion proposes that a license to use and eon-
duet a crematorium may be granted to those
in eharge of any cemetery or any association
incorporated under the Assosiations Tncor-
poration Act, 1895. Any such association
must be established and constituted in eon-
nection with the ecremation of human
bodies after death. In addition such an
association must hold a certificate signed
by the Comunissioner of Public Health
showing that the association is ome to
which Section 4 of the principal Act may
reasonably be extended. So that all
the necessary safeguards arc provided be-
fore an association constitated under the
Associations Incorporation Aet 1895 ecau
in fact establish and conduct a crematorium
in Western Aunstralia. The proposed amend-
menf still leaves the controlling autherities
and trustees of existing cemeteries eligible
to receive licenses, The vital part of the
amendment, as I have already suggested, is
that a license may also be granted to any
properly incorporated association provided
it is constituted for the purpose of earry-
ing out the cremation service, and provided
in addition the Commissioner of Public
Health approves of such association. It is
further proposed to give power to the autho-
rities of any cemetery to set aside portion
of the cemetery under their control as a
site for a erematorium. Suoch site wou'ld
be used only for the erection of a crmina-
torinmm and for the burial of the ashes.
The burial of bodies not eremated may be
prohibited on such site. The econtrolling
authorities or trustees of the cemetery may
also grant a permit to any licensed asso-
ciation to ereet and conduet a crematorium.
The association would then become the trus-
tee of the portion of land to which the per-
mit applied, and the land would be regarded
as a public cemetery for the burial of ashes
of eremated bodies A new section is pro-
posed to the effect that a licensed associa-
tion may be given power to establish a ere-
materium on land that is not part of «
public cemetery. When such a crematorium
is erected, the land would then become a
public cemetery except that only the ashes
of eremated bodies would be buried therein.
So it will be seen that the amending Bill
proposes to give any properly established
association, provided it has received the ap-

(ASSEMBLY.]

proval of the Commissioner of Public
Health, the right to establish a crematoriom
on land in the possession of the association.
Another amendment proposes to give power
to the Commissioner of Public Health to
authorise any authority in charge of a ore-
matorium to deliver the ashes of eremated
bodies to the administrator who ohtained a
permit for the eremation of the bodies. That
amendment is ineluded because it will en-
able the remains of a body after eremation
to be easily transported to any other State
or country. There is no doubt that a provi-
sion of that kind would, in many eases, be
availed of. We all know of men and women
who have come to Western Australia from
other States or other countries, and whose
relatives may still reside in those places.
The provision I have referred to would
give the right to the Commissioner of Pub-
lic Health to make available to the admints.
trator the ashes of the cremated lodies so
that they may be transported to where the
relatives may be and there placed in an
established ecrematorium. It is generally
known by members that there exists in each
State of Ausiralia a cremation society, the
officers and members of which are well re-
spected. In Western Australia the society
numbers amongst its members such well-
known people as Mrs. Joyner, Mrs. Risch-
bieth, the Bishop of Bunbury (Dr. Wilsun),
Axchdeacon Riley, Dr. Clement, Dr. Atkin-
son, and Messrs, C. W, Hawker, J. B. Haw-
kins and C. A. Davidson. Those are the
names of gome of the people actively and
oflicially associated with the association in
this State. YWhen hon, members give von-
sideration {o the fact that the society has
been able to attract men and women of
standing, Parliament can, with every confi-
denece, give its approval to the amendments
contained in the Bill so that eremation shall
indeed bhecome praeticable in Western Aus-
tralia. There is no doubt thai Parliament,
when it passed the Aect in 1920, did approve
of the practice and expected or thought at
tlat time that it was giving power to per-
mit the practice of eremation to be carried
vut; but as I bave pointed out, it bas been
found that the Aet has not been used, prob-
ably not hecause it is not workable but be-
camse its provisions have been found to be
too narrow. The amending Bill aims at giv-
ing to those people who believe in cremation
the right to have the practice established
and operated. It will give that right with-
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out interfering in any way with the rights
and heliefs of other people. Although there
may still be some people in this State who
are opposed on what they consider to be
principle, to the practice of cremation, al-
though they might never consider for one
second allowing any of their relations or
themselves to be eremated, nevertheless the
omending Bill will in no way interfere with
their rights and beliefs; it will only give
to those people who believe in the practice
of cremation the right to have the practice
carried out if they so think fit. The amend-
ments proposed arc very simple and straight
forward as well as easy to understand. The
Bilt is. not contentious and I sineercly hope
and trust that this Chamber will finalise
it at the present sitting so that it may go to
snother place for consideration and so be-
¢ome law hefore the present session con-
cludes, as it will do in the near future. I
move—

That the Bill he now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. C. . Latham, debate
adjovrned.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 4).

Second Reading.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [10.27]
in moving the second reading said: The ob-
jeet of the Bill is to make a small amend-
ment to the Road Districts Act. It was the
general opinion of most members and even
of the Crown Law Department, that a road
hoard conld, if it so desired, establish ice
works for the purpose of supplying ice to
its town, but on a request for a ruling from
the department it was explained that there
was some doubt as to whether under the
Act there was sufficient power to earry out
the establishment of ice works. The town
of Meekatharra is well established and has
been in existence for over 35 years. It has
seen periods of great prosperity and during
the whole of that time never had its own
ice works. The ice that has been consumed
in the town bhas been conveyed from Gerald-
ton, a distance of over 300 miles.

Mr. Sampson: They ean get ice from
Wiluna to-day. ’

Mr. MARSHALL: The Meekatharra Road
Board have a gas plant installed, as well
as a subsidiary power station, the mechan-
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ism being driven by crude oil. It was their
intention te start the manofacture of ice
many Yyears ago and they installed the
injtial unit. The history of the installation
of the plant is unique. Not until Meeka-
tharra was on the decline was the installa-
tion of electricity contemmplated. The pro-
posal aroused controversy amongst the rate-
payers, qaite a number arguing that as the
town was declining and its future none too
bright, to go te the expense of installing
electricity would involve the few ratepayers
who were left in the town in the cost of
maintaining it. Fortunately that was not
the experience. The town held its own for
a number of years and to-day is experienc-
ing the prosperity that most of the gold-
fields towns are enjoying. However, a bit-
ter fight was waged and a minority so in-
timidated the members of the road board
that, though they won the battle for the
installation of the lighting system, they were
satisfied to let the ice-producing project go
by the board. The plant has operated sue-
cessfully and has paid for itself. I believe
that the subsidiary unit has also paid for
itself. The board do not intend to take
advantage of this amendment if they can
induce private enterprise to instal an ice-
producing plant. The board would sooner
supply the current to private enterprise.
Still, they desire the amendment in order
that, if private enterprise will not instal a
plant, they may do so to oblige the rate-
payers, but that will be done by the board
only as a last resort. Needless to say the
climatic conditions at Meekatharra warrant
the use of ice in large quantities, particn-
lnrly as the hot months extend over the
greater part of the year. If the hoard find
it necessary to instal the plant, they pro-
pose {o supply small ice chests on time pay-
ment to ratepayers in order that life may
be made a little more comfortable for
them. In years gone by iee was hauled
from Geraldton to Meckatharra and was
then eonveved to Wiluna by road, an addi-

tional distance of 142 miles. The rate-
payers rightly argue that as the town
has taken a new lease of life, they

should be permitted to provide their own
ice.  They could manufacture it more
cheaply than they can get it at present, and
they have the surplus current necessary
for the purpose. If the plant were in-
stalled, the small towns adjacent could be
supplied, towns such as Peak Hill, Olden’s
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Find, Nannine, Reidy’s, Cue and Dz
Dawn, I suppose that Mt. Magnet will be
enterprising enough to instal a plant of its
awn. At present that town has no ice-
produeing plant.

The Minister for Justice: Did not Mag-
net have one?

Mr. MARSHALL: Only a small one
whieh was costly to operate. The Bill will
merely ensure that the road board have the
puwer to instal an iece-produeing plant and
supply the ice chests to their ratepayers.
Probaly not many boards will take advan-
tage of the provision, but no doubt some of
the northern boards will avail themselves
of it. I wish fo emphasise the point that
the Meckatharra board have no desire to
instal a plant if private anterprise will
do it. Meekatharra has a population of
2,000 or 3,000 people and it is ridiculous
for them to have to haul their ice from
Geraldton or Wiluna. ‘Members know how
rapidly ice frets and can realise the poor
value that would be obtained for money
spent on ice hauled over such a long dis-
tanee. I trust that members will give the
Bill favourable consideration and move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon. J.
C. Willeock—Geraldton) [10.39]: I have no
objeetion to the Bill. The hon. member has
made out a very good case. In the hot
places inland the local authorities should
be empowered to do such things for the
benefit of the people. The provision of ice
conduces almost as much to the eomfort of
people as does the provision of light. Ice
is especially valuable in cases of sickness
and may often prove a matier of life and
death. The people should be able to get
ice at a reasonable price and under reason-
able ¢onditions. To provide ice is probably
more beneficial to the people in those parts
than to provide recreation grounds. The
passing of the Bill will not mean that a
road board, by merely passing a motion,
will be able to instal ice works. Safe-
guards are provided in the Road Distriets
Act necessitating the consent of the rate-
payers being obtained before such under-
takings are embarked upon. Therefore we
might well give the power sought under the
Bill.

[ASSEMBLY.]

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York). [10.41]: I
ses no reason why a peneral permit should
not be given to road hoards to utilise their
money in this direction if they think ft.
Some years ago Parliament passed a meas-
ure to enable the municipality of Northam
to start ice works. Whether they have
proved suceessful, I do not know. This Bill
proposes to go further, though not further
than the eity of Perth goes by supplying
gas stoves and electric cookers and enter-
ing into competition with private firms in
that line of business. I do not suppose any-
one could say that the City Council should
be commended for engaging in that husi-
ness. I remind the hon. member that'a new
type of refrigerating machine is coming into
use in many homes where current is avail-
able, so the local authority will need to be
eareful not to spend money on ice works,
only to find that the domestic installation
of refrigerating plants has rendered the ex-
penditure useless. I understand that the
cheapest form of such machines is the Kel-
vinator, or machines of that type. I have
no objection to road boards exercising this
general power if they think it desirable.
They already have power to establish gas
works and eleetrie light stations, and other
undertakings which it is difficult to get pri-
vate enterprise to provide. I was sarprised
to hear the hon, member say that Meeka-
tharra has a population of 2,000 or 3,000
people.

Mr. Marshall: Men, women and children.

Hon, C. ¢, LATHAM: The town must
have grown rapidly.

Mr. Marshall: It has seven mines work-
ing now, compared with one a few years
ago.

Hon, C. 3. LATHAM: Of course it is
not altogether a question of the size of the
district. The hon. member has made out a
good case for the Bill.

MR. THORN (Toodyay} [10.45]: I also
have pleasure in supporting the Bill. After
all, if one realises the great benefil ice rep-
resents to the people in back areas where
the climate at times is grilling, one can ap-
preciate the object which the mover has in
view. One can also appreciate that the
long haunlage of ice to Meekatharra, for
example, must involve great wastage.
Therefore one can confidently support the
measure, I know the value of ice in sick-
ness, The Minister mentioned its great value
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in those circomstances. It soothes the sick;
they appreciate if. Moreover, it has the
effect of sterilising, to some extent, food
whieh has been properly cooled off.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Sleeman in the Chair; Mr. Marshall
in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Amendment of Section 162:

Mr. MARSHALL: I thank hon. mem-
bers for their reception of the Bill. In re-
ply to the Leader of the Opposition may I
say that the latest inventions in the form
of refrigerators are a little too expensive
for use under the conditions contemplated
by the Bill. Therefore the road hoards
desire to obtain ice chests and supply them
on long terms to their ratepayers. The
tenure of employment on the goldfields is
too insecure to enable the average man to
purchase expensive refrigerating machin-
ery. Onc cannot take away a large machine
over & long distance.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am thoroughly in
aceord with the clause. However, the Bill,
which has the support of the Road Board
Conference, will apply to loealities of a more
permanent character than some goldfields
distriets. Therefore I move an amend-
ment—

That after ‘*iecchests,’’ in line 4 of pro-
posed Subsection 28, there be inserted ‘‘or
other refrigerating equipment.’’

I want the road boards to be empowered
to provide not only ice chests but alsc other
vefrigerating equipment. In a distriet like
Katanning, such equipment as my amend-
ment suggests might be justified.

Mr. MARSHALL: I hope the amend-
ment will nolt be pressed. Its adoption
would endanger the passage of the Bill in
another place. Iis effect would be to bring
road boards situated within reasonable dis-
tance of the eity into competition with
manufacturers. The Bill merely proposes
to empower road boards to supply rate-
payers with a convenience that is absolutely
needed. Ice chests for, say, Meekatharra
would be made loeally. Under the amend-
ment road boards would come into compe-
tition with local agents. A man who could
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afford to buy the more expensive equipment
could buy it through the agent instead of
through the board.

Mr. WARNER: I see no need for the
amendment. The Bill seeks means of sup-
plying a convenience to residents of outly-
ing road districts. The amendment wonld
pat the boards into competition with manu-
facturers of refrigerating machinery. Thus
the Bill might be lost. It ought not to be
lost.

Mr. SAMPSON: In view of the feeling
which has been expressed, I ask leave to
withdraw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Remaining Stages.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Couneil.

MOTION—UNION WHEAT POOL
OF W.A.

To Inquire by Royal Commission.

Debate resumed from the 21st November
on the following motion moved by the Hon.
C. G. Latham—

That, in the opinion ¢f this Heuse, a Royal
Commission should be appointed to inguire into
and report upon the business, finances, and
management of the Union Wheat Pool of W.A,,
and the system gencrally adopted in this State
for the warehousing of wheat.

THE ACTING PREMIER (Hon. A.
McCallum—South Fremantle) [1056]: A
zood deal of the case made by the Leader
of the Opposition undoubtedly goes to show
that there is a difficulty in this respeet, that
pools really operate outside the law. For
pools there is no law preseribing powers
and functions and setting up responsibili-
ties in the ordinary way. From that aspect
there 1s not protection for those whe do
business with poels as there is for those who
do business with limited liability companies.
1 thoroughly agree with the view that as
pools seem to have come to stay and are
heing established in nesvly every Australian
State, it would be well to have a law gov-
erning their operations just as there is a
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law governing the operations of incorpor-
ated companies. The Governmeni propose
to have the position thoroughly ecanvassed
and examined during the recess, with a view
to bringing down legislation next session;
but we do not feel that we are called npon
toe appoint a Royal Commission to inquire
into the transactions of one pool, where
there may have been some transactions not
too creditable to those responsible. The
same thing obtains, unfortunately, in a good
many business eoncerns. If we accept the
proposition that when money has been lost
and people have been defrauded through
transactions that were not all one might
desire, the Government are under an obli-
gation to appoint a Royal Commission to
investigate, it would mean the expenditure
of a mint of money, and probably Royal
Commissions would be sitting nearly all the
year round.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Some Royal Com-
missions have been appointed for more
trivial matters than this.

The ACTING PREMIER: I do not know
of any.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I do.

The ACTING PREMIER: I know of
none.

Hon. C. @&, Latham: What about the Land
and Homes Royal Commission?

The ACTING PREMIER: That is not
operating now.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But there was a
Royal Commission to inquire into the trans-
actions of Land and Homes Limited.

The ACTING PREMIER: I know there
was. I do not say there has not been a
Royal Commission to ingunire into a more
trivial matter than this. However, we have
not such a Royal Commission at the moment.

Hen. C. G, Latham: I said that we had
had them.

The ACTING PREMIER: Ouly one
Royal Commission is sitting at the moment,
that inquiring into the aborigines question.
A Royal Commission which is proposed will
inquire into the question of bulk handling.
Those are the only two Royal Commissions
the Government have in mind for the
moment, at any rate. We do not feel called
upon to investigate the operations of the
Union Wheat Pool any more than we feel
called upon to investigate the operations
of the other wheat pool. If we inquired
into one case, we would in all fairness have
to inquire into the other case as well,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. C. G. Latham: There wonld be no
objection to that on my part.

The ACTING PREMIER: There can be
enly one objective in holding such inquiries,
and the hon. member told me so in reply
to an interjection I made when he was
speaking. He then said the objective was
to frame legisiation to govern the opera-
tions of pools. The CGovernment do not
think a Royal Commission is needed for
that purpose. We propose to have investi-
gations made and a report submitted dur-
ing the recess. This will enable us to frame
legislation which will guard against certain
bappenings of the past, give the pools a
legal status, and afford protection to those
doing business with them. That is the Gov-
ernment’s view, and we do not favour the
appointment of such a Royal Commission.
On the other hand, we give the Leader of
the Opposition and those who support him
in this move an assurance that during the
recess an investigation will be made, and
if it is shown that legislation is netessary,
we will be ready to introduee it next ses-
sion. We cannot agree to the motion.

MR, WARNER (Mt. Marshall) [11.1]: 1
was not present when the Leader of the
Opposition moved his motion for the op-
1:ointment of a Royal Commission to inquire
into the affairs of the Union Wheat Pool,
but I have made myself acquainted with his
remarks. The facts he presented, the aceur-
acy of which I do not doubt, make me feel
greatly concerned. I represent a large num-
ber of wheatgrowers, and on their bebalf I
will give every support to the Leader of
the Opposition in his endeavour fo have
an inquiry conducted into the affairs of the
Union Wheat Pool. If his statements are
corrvect, there is every justification for the
appointment of a Royal Commission. Tao
much money is taken all along the line from
the pockets of the wheatgrower. Onece his -
wheat gets to the siding, I am convinced
that everyone who talks about handling it or,
in fact, does handle it, makes something
out of the farmer's consignments., The far-
mer himself is made a ehopping block, and
gets nothing out of it. I propoese to go fur-
ther even than the Leader of the Opposition
suggested, and I will move an amendment,
which T hope the Leader of the Opposition
will aecept. T move—

That in line 4 *fthe Union Wheat Pool of
Western Australia’’ be struck out, and the



[5 Decemser, 1934.]

words “*all wheat puols of Western Australia®™
inserted in lieu.

If the inquiry be conducted along the lines
I suggest, we shall ascertain whether the
whealgrowers are being protected all along
the line. I have no doubt from the maanner
in which the Wheat Pool of Western Aus-
tralia has heen conducted, those who
are associated with it will not object
to such an investigation. I believe mem-
bers generally are prepared to assist the
primary producers in every way possible, 1
agree with the terms of reference suggested
by the Leader of the Opposition who said
be would not object to an inquiry that cov-
ered all pools, as his object was to protect
the interests of the growers, to secure the
independence of each pool, and to ascertain
whether anything improper had heen dore.

Amendment put and passed.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York—in reply)
[11.6]: I am sorry the Government have not
seen fit to agree to the inquiry. I certainly
have no objection to the investigation deal-
ing with all pooling operations in the Sfate.
The Acting Premier contended that it was
not the duty of the Government fo con-
duet such an investigation, bui Royal Com-
missions bave been appointed to inquire
into muech more frivial matters. Par-
liament authovised an inquiry into the
transactions of Land and Homes Lid,
and legislation resulted in that instance.
Another inquiry was held into the
warehousing of wheat, although the con-
tracts clearly showed what the position was.
There have been few results from that in-
quiry. It would appear that the Govern-
ment do not appreciate what has happened
to many farmers under the pooling system.

The Acting Premier: We ecannot give
them any redress.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Government
could ascertain what has taken place.

The Acting Premier: The Government
could not take action.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T snggest to the
Acting Premier that he ecamnot ascertain
completely the ramifications of the pooling
system unless there is seme such inquiry.
T do not mind the affairs of both pools
being investigated. Tt is clear that the W.A-
Wheat Pool must have been better managed
beeause that organisation has paid 4d. a
hushel more than the Union Wheat Pool,
and anticipate paying anoiber 2d. a bushel.
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The Union Wheat Fool promised to pay
on the 16th September an amount of Gl4d.
per hushe!, less rail freight. That was noet
paid. The date for payment was fized for
the Sth Oectober, but no money was paid.
Then the date of payment was retarded to
the end of November, but again no money
was paid. There must be a reason for that.
The Government stand to lose a large sum
of money. Advanoces made to farmers under
lien over crops will be lost. Are the Gov-
ernment indifferent to that? Not less than
£5,000 or £6,000 will he lost in that
direction to my knowledge. The Govern-
ment should ascertain what is their position.
The posifion is very diffiecult and of conrse
there is no statutory power., But I am dis-
appointed and I think after all there should
be an inquiry made. Evidently it does not
suit the Government to make an inquiry.

The Acting Premier: We cannot see any
good likely to arise from it. We are not
parties; we do not own the wheat.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: But the lien the
Government have over the wheat gives them
some standing. The security was the wheat
handed over to the Union Wheat Pool, 2
matter of over £5,000. Are the Government
not going to make any attempt to vecover
that? Then there is £13,000 which I cannot
aecount for.

Mr, Warner: And that is only one pool.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, and that is
4'%4d. a bushel below another pool. I am
disappointed that the Government cannot
see their way to making an inquiry, just as
they made an inquiry into Land and Homes.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes ‘e .. ..
Noes .. .. .. .o 19
Majority against .. oo 12
ATES,
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Marshall Mr. Warner
Mr, Patrick Mr. Doney
Mr, Sampson (Teller.y
NOES.
Mr. Clothier Mr. Raphael
bMr. Coverley Mr. Rodoredn
Mr. Cross Mr. F. ¢, L. Smith
Mr. Hawke Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Kenneaily Mr. Wapsbrough
Mr. Lambert Mr. Willecock
Mr. McCallum Mr, Wilson
Mr. Millington Mr. Withers
Mr. Moloney Mr. Wise
Mr. Nulsen {Teller.s

Question thus negatived.
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BILL—FREMANTLE MUNICIPAL TRAM-
WAYS AND ELECTRIC LIGHTING
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
ME. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [11.16] i

moving the second reading said: There are
only two phases of the Bill which I wish to
bring before the House: one is to provide
for the Fremantle Tramways Board te in-
crease its averdraft in order to save floating
a loan, while the other is to make it lawfual
for the board to provide the Rockingham
Road Board with power and light. The
Fremantle Munieipal Tramways and Elee-
tric Lighting Undertakings completed their
firss 10 months’ operations on the 31st
August, 1906, with £100,000 owing in respeet
ol' loans and visible assets ineluding stores
1o the value of £92,593, The present posi-
tion is that the loan indebtedness is unpro-
vided for by sinking fund, and after deduct-
ing £5000 for whieh the Fremantle City
Counecil 1s responsible, it amounts to only
just over £33,000 with assets, ineluding
stores, amounting to over £330,000, and by
the J1st Augunst, 1938, provided the present
poliey of the hoard is maintained, the under-
taking will be obsolutely frev of debi, with
assets to fhe extent of approximately
£350,000. Tt is with the object of aehieving
this desivable resnlt that the board wishes
to obtain the increased overdraft authority
in preference to raising udditional mouey
by loan to carry out the work of extending
the electric supply to Rockingham and re-
laying the tramway traek in the Melville
Road Bourd distriect. 1 move—
That the Bill be now read a sccond time

On motion by the Miuister for Railways,
debate adjommed.

House adjourned at LL18 poan.

[COUNCIL.)
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BILL—PUBLIC DENTAL HOSPITAL
LAND.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
W. H. Kitson—West) [4.36] in moving the
second reading said: Some time ago the
Perth Dental Hospital was granted Perth
lot 654 situated in Pier-street for the pur-
pose of a dental hospital. When the associa-
tion desired to complete plans for the pro-
posed hospital, it was found that the site
was not as suitable as it should be. One of
the essential requirements of a dental hos-
pital is a pernanent south light. Otherwise
it is necessary to use artificial light to a
great extent. In addition the block was
found to he a little smaller than was desired,
and that wounld have necessitated the erec-
tion of o building of at least three storeys
and the provision of foundations to carry
an additional stovey at n later date. Those
discoveries having been made, it was decided
that a more suitable site should be secured.
Another site has been offered to the
association—a block in Murray-strect which
would permit of the building of a hospital
of two storeys, give better facilities and
possess the desired south light. In order fo
take advantage of the offer of the second
site, it will be necessary for the association
to dispose of the Pier-street block, and this
Bill is intended to give the association the
right to sell it and utilise the proceeds for
the purchase of the other site. A building
of two storeys would be more satisfactory
in every way than would one of three
storevs, wore particdarly from the view-



